WHAT IS A GIRL? WHAT IS A BOY?
An interpretation of Kamla Bhasin’s illustrated book

Written by Kritika Gurung and performed by Yuvaa Aakash
FORMAT AND ATTIRE: Multiple Speakers will take turns and sometimes groups will read together. There will be 5-6 Voices in the performance. We will wear clothing that is not usual for gender norms. Wigs and other props will be used as needed. We will all wear purple arm bands to support the theme of wearing purple for Women’s Day.
START MUSIC: Sur Sudha, pleasant instrumental Nepali Folk Music
EVERYONE: As the warmth of my mother's womb left me, I was suddenly wrapped up in a cold blanket that painted me in colours of either BLUE or PINK. I longed to hear the words, WELCOME and I LOVE YOU, but instead I was questioned, IS IT A BOY OR A GIRL? My tender mind could not figure out what meant to be a girl or a boy at that time. I remember sweets beings distributed to all of my family members and neighbours.
All Girls: But I tasted bitterness.
All Boys: While I was showered with sweet kisses and wishes.
EVERYONE: As time passed, many things around me changed, but I was always labelled and caged by social and cultural aspects because,
All Girls: I was a girl
And
All Boys: I was a boy
EVERYONE: SO,WHAT IS A GIRL? WHAT IS A BOY?
BOY 1: Some people say that a girl is one who has long hair.
GIRL 1: But, the deities of Trimurti or Great Trinity, who personifies the cosmic functions of creation, maintenance and destruction, in form as, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, all seem to have long hair and they are all men. So, is this supposed to mean that Lord Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are supposedly women?? Though, it wouldn’t be of any problem if they were. But apparently, they are not women but men with just really long hair, because long hairs are supposed to have a deeper yogic significance, as they draw more energy to our brain and acts like branches for our body that is a tree. 
GIRL 1: Some people say that those who wear jewellery are girls.
BOY 1: So, does it mean that when we celebrate pasni (rice eating ceremony done of a six month year old baby) of our younger brothers, sons, grandsons and nephews, then they automatically turn into younger sisters, daughters, granddaughters and nieces, because we gift the baby with jewelry, to wear on hands called balla, and on feet called kalli. We also tend to pierce the ears of the baby within its 6 months after its birth.
EVERONE: THEN WHAT IS A BOY?
GIRL 1: Some people say that boys are those who wear pants and shirts.
BOY 1: Well, then I think we can all call ourselves boys, since almost everyone these days wears pants and shirts, at least sometimes.
GIRL 2: Some people say that boys are those who are athletic and have conquered great heights physically.
BOY 2: Mira Rai (trail and sky runner), Serena Williams, Junko Tabei (first woman to climb Mt. Everest), Sally Ride (first woman astronaut), Kalpana Chawla, and so on,  are a  few examples of the many famous women athletes and of  women who have conquered great heights physically; which I don’t think so has like magically turned them into men.
BOY 2: Some people say that boys are those who are strong and carry heavy loads.
GIRL 2: I don’t think so, and there is evidence in every kitchen— because many of the vegetables that all of us are surviving on, have been transported originally to the market  by women, carrying them on their backs while walking on feet through the rough and edgy paths of their rural villages. As for strength, try giving birth, and going through labor and in most of the cases, multiple times because apparently having only a daughter is ironically a weak status for the family.
BOY 2: Some people say that girls are those who do the kitchen work.
GIRL 2: I can hear Chef Gordon Ramsey screaming from behind his kitchen counter. 
BOY 3: Some people say that those who work in fields are men and boys.
All Girls: Women comprise 43% of the world’s agricultural labor force, which rises to 70% in some countries.
BOY 3: Some people say that those who trade in the market are men.
GIRL 3: Well, clearly these “some people” have not visited the market place, where almost all the traders, both buyers and sellers, are women, most likely with their bargaining beast mode turned on. I am sure we all women can relate here, that running a shop or trading in goods has not turned them into men.
GIRL 3: Some people say those who are gentle and motherly are girls.
BOY 3: Fathers, grandfathers, brothers and uncles can be as gentle and motherly when it comes to love and care. This does not necessarily turn them into women.
GIRL 3: Some people say that those who are capable of managing affairs of the outside world are men.
EVERYONE: We  would like to request all of the women present here to just give yourself a boost of pride, for once, of where you are and what you have achieved, because clearly you have and are managing affairs of the outside world walking side by side with men.
ALL BOYS: THEN WHAT IS A GIRL AND WHAT IS A BOY?
ALL GIRLS: Actually, there is a man and a woman in each one of us, but society does not allow the man in a girl or the woman in a boy to grow.
ONE OF THE VOICES: The only difference between a girl and a boy is nature given, and that is their sexual reproductive organs. And even this is oversimplified- not all people are male or female and can be mixed or without clear sex. All the other social and cultural differences, inequalities and hierarchy are all human made and can be, 
ALL VOICES: actually should be changed
GIRL 1:  for the full growth and development of our society, country and future generations.
MUSIC STOP:
BOY 1: We believe that life is about accepting ourselves for who we are 
GIRL 2: and that family is the product of dedication, 
BOY 2: relationships are the products of love, 
GIRL 3: and that identity is the product of our own self-concept…
BOY 3: humanity is about people who care about one another, not about men and women.
GIRL 1 BOY 1: we are breaking this stigma of GENDER,
GIRL 2 BOY 2: so that we can transform 
GIRL 2 BOY 3: from "us and them" 
ALL TOGETHER: TO JUST SIMPLY “WE”
